NEUTRON STARS AND NEBULAE:

HABITATS FOR PHOTONS, COSMIC RAYS AND OTHER ANIMALS

A conference celebrating the lifetime contributions of Alice Harding and Isabelle Grenier
Skukuza Rest Camp, Kruger National Park, South Africa

August 9 - 14, 2026
More information is available on the Conference Website
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The first circular is available here and the second circular here.

Extension of abstract submission date

We are extending the abstract submission deadline to April 10, 2026. This also holds for
applications for funding support. A scientific programme containing accepted talks / posters
will be published on the website by April 24, 2026. A block science programme will be
available on the website soon after.

Rationale

The science of pulsar-related systems is progressing rapidly, driven by major instrumental
and computational advances. Hosting a high-energy conference focusing on neutron stars
and their environments in the Kruger National Park offers a timely opportunity to bring
together international experts, theorists and observers working across the electromagnetic
spectrum and in multi-messenger domains. Recent discoveries with, e.g, MeerKAT, FAST,
NICER, Chandra, the Fermi LAT, H.ES.S. and LHAASO telescopes have deepened our
understanding of pulsar-related systems, revealing multipolar magnetic fields, yielding
constraints on the neutron star equation of state, extended TeV halos, ultra-high-energy
emission from pulsar wind nebulae (PWNe), and pulsed gamma-ray emission in the TeV
band. We also look forward to the contributions that will be made by current experiments as
well as by the DSA-2000, SKA, IXPE, future MeV satellites, SWGO, the CTAO and HAWC, among
others. This meeting will foster engagement between communities studying pulsars, PWNe,
magnetars, fast radio bursts (FRBs) and supernova remnants (SNRs) and those investigating
their connections to cosmic rays, gravitational waves (including pulsar timing arrays) and
neutrinos. Conference Series
This will be the third in a series of conferences hosted in the Kruger National Park. The previous
editions were:

« Towards a Major Atmospheric Cerenkov Detector - V, Berg-en-Dal, 8—11 August 1997.

» The Cosmic Kaleidoscope - Pulsars and Their Nebulae, Supernova Remnants and More,

Skukuza, 13-17 August 2012 (in memory of Okkie de Jager).

» With this third event, we will celebrate the lifetime professional contribution to gamma-
ray astronomy of internationally renowned gamma-ray and pulsar physicists Alice
Harding and Isabelle Grenier, on the joyous occasion of the 75th birthday of Alice and the
retirement of Isabelle.



https://nsn-knp2026.org.za/
https://nsn-knp2026.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/First-Circular-2.pdf
https://nsn-knp2026.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Second-Circular-4.pdf
https://nsn-knp2026.org.za/abstract-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwBqiRGOxMsJ4DyDZwcIUZTDJ6RAPxBX_mEE1ABUfLqUSMGQ/viewform

Venue
Skukuza Rest Camp, Kruger National Park in South Africa.

List of confirmed in-person invited speakers

e Paz Beniamini, Open University, Israel e Cole Miller, University of Maryland, USA
e Jarek Dyks, Nicolaus Copernicus e Jéroéme Pétri, University of Strasbourg,
Astronomical Center, Polish Academy of France
Sciences, Poland » Bettina Posselt, University of Oxford, UK
e Joseph Gelfand, NYU, Abu Dhabi e Samar Safi-Harb, University of Manitoba,
e Marisa Geyer, University of Cape Town, Canada
South Africa e Pat Slane, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for
¢ Lucas Guillemot, Université d'Orléans / Astrophysics, USA
Observatoire de Paris, France e Andrey Timokhin, Zelona Gora University,
e Constantinos Kalapotharakos, NASA Poland
Goddard Space Flight Center, USA o Jason Hessels, McGill University, Canada /
o Matthew Kerr, NASA Goddard / Naval Anton Pannekoek Institute for Astronomy,
Research Laboratory, USA University of Amsterdam & ASTRON, The
e DiLi, Tsinghua University, China Netherlands
e Marcus Lower, Swinburne University,
Australia
Registration

The final registration fee is R9 000 (around USD550; early-bird registration before May 15,
2026) and R10 500 (late registration until June 15, 2026 or until we reach capacity) and
includes the conference venue and infrastructure hire, welcoming packs, daily lunches with
beverages, two daily coffees [ teas and snacks, poster sessions, the welcoming reception, and
the gala dinner. Not included are airfare, accommodation, daily Kruger Park conservation fees
| Wildcard costs (pre-purchasable or payable upon entry of the Park), airport shuttles, and
game drives. There will be a maximum of 100 participants, with about 20 of them being
students [ postdocs / junior researchers. Opening of registration portal: March 25, 2026.

Accommodation

The organisers made a block booking of 65 single and 5 double rooms at the Skukuza Lodge.
It is possible to upgrade from a single to double room at extra cost at the Skukuza Lodge.
Shared, more affordable accommodation is also available (15 bungalow rooms shared by
two persons per bungalow). Ad hoc requests should be sent to the organisers via the
conference email. Although we highly recommend making use of the pre-booked
accommodation, own arrangements may be made apart from the block booking; one option
would be the Protea Hotel by Marriott at Kruger Gate. Opening of accommodation portal:
April 24, 2026.

Funding Support

Applications closed on March 10, 2026 but the deadline has been extended to April 10, 2026.
Students [ postdocs [ early-career scientists has been contacted with an offer of support by
the organisers.

Important Dates

Please refer to the website.



https://nsn-knp2026.org.za/

Travel Information
Updated information is provided on the website. More details on visas and flights will be
available on the portal when registration opens on March 25, 2026.
Information about malaria is given on the website and medical information here. We advise
delegates to consult their doctor or medical practitioner on this matter. Delegates should
book their own travel insurance.

Flights
In view of ongoing conflicts, please be mindful of possible delays and cancellations along

certain routes.
Travel Insurance

The organisers highly recommend that delegates purchase their own travel / medical
insurance in their own country of residence, given events in the Middle East events and

airspace closures. Shuttles

There will be a 13-seater shuttle leaving from the Skukuza Airport to the accommodation
every 20 mins on August 9 and August 15, 2026 only. The price (including luggage) is
roughly ZAR200 p.p.p.d. (ZAR400 for two one-way trips); should there be a minimum of 50
delegates who want to make use of this (otherwise the price may be impacted). This service
will be provided on a round-robin basis in view of luggage constraints. Delegates who want
to make use of this service will have to indicate this on the Registration Portal. All other
shuttles (e.g., from OR Tambo or Nelspruit airports) are for the delegates to arrange on their

own.

Code of Conduct

We want delegates to enjoy the natural beauty of the milieu, but also to be aware of
potential dangers. Delegates agree to the Code of Conduct (as indicated on the website),
including to abide by the SANPARK Rules for everyone’s safety.

Wild Cards

A link will be provided on the website for pre-purchase of SANPARK Wild Cards in order to
avoid delays during in-person registration. Please select the correct category (South
African [SA] vs Southern African Development Community [SADC] vs International visitor)
as this will impact the price. This will facilitate entry into the Park. Purchasing a Wild Card for
the duration of your stay should be cheaper than paying the daily Conservation Fee.

Gate closing times

In August, the Park and camp gates open at 06:00 and close at 18:00. Please be mindful of
these times and plan your trip accordingly.

Contact Information

Please send any queries to info@nsn-knp2026.org.za



https://nsn-knp2026.org.za/
https://www.health.gov.za/outbreaks-malaria/
mailto:info@nsn-knp2026.org.za

